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 Preface 
«Studemus Latinam. We Learn Latin» is a manual that is built on the principle of a 

writing-book and it is meant for individual students’ work. It can also be used both for 

individual and class work. 

The manual is aimed to grounded learning and revision of the main grammar topics 

and lexical minimum of the pharmaceutical Latin course for the students of higher 

schools. It can be used as help for training for tests and exam. 

By its contents, structure, and order of the topics given the manual relates to the 

textbook by Svetlichnaya Ye.I., Tolok I.A., Volobuyeva Ye.A. Latin for Pharmacy 

Students (Kharkiv: Golden Pages, 2011). Moreover, it is a constituent of teaching and 

methodical complex (textbook – workbook) that was worked out at the Department of 

Ukrainian Studies and Latin of NPhaU.  

By their structure and contents exercises in the manual do not repeat the exercises of 

the textbook; they vary them. While working them out, the authors wanted students to 

develop analytical approach to the pharmaceutical terminology. 

The manual contains main grammar tables (it should promote mastering them on the 

level of a long-term memory) and information of general education character from the 

history of Latin language and culture. It will increase students’ general education level 

and stimulate their interest in Latin learning.  

Great attention was paid to the graphic design of every page of the manual because 

the form of the proposed book should stimulate student’s interest in extra individual work 

with the special literature.  

  For ease of handling Latin words are typed in italics. 

«Studemus Latinam. We Learn Latin» intended for foreign students trained in 

English.  

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

Alphabet. Pronunciation of Letters and Letter Combinations 
 

Letter Name Pronunciation 

A a a: [  ] 

ае is pronounced [  ], 

but аë is pronounced [  ] 

B b be [  ] 

C c tse [  ] before е, і, y, ае, ое 

[  ] before а, о, u, and consonants 

ch is pronounced [  ] 

D d de [  ] 

E e e [  ] 

F f ef [  ] 

G g ge [  ] 

H h hha as Ukrainian or German [  ] 

I i i [  ]  

[  ] before vowels 

J j iot [  ]  

K k ka [  ] 

L l el' [  ] 

M m em [  ]  

N n en [  ] 

O o o: [  ] 

ое is pronounced [  ], 

but оë is pronounced [   ] 

P p pe [  ] 

ph is pronounced [  ] 

Q q ku: is always used with „u” 

qu is pronounced [   ] 

R r er [  ] 

rh is pronounced [  ] 

S s es [  ] 

[  ] between vowels or between vowels and “m”, 

“n” 

I. Phonetics 

 
 



 

Letter Name Pronunciation 

T t te [  ] 

th is pronounced [   ] 

ti in unaccented position before vowels is 

pronounced [  ]  

(if there are no “s”, “t”, “x” before them) 

U u ou [  ] 

V v ve [  ] 

X x iks [   ] 

Y y ipsilen [  ] 

Z z zeta [  ] 

[  ] in some words of foreign origin 
 

 

What is “Antiquity”? 
 

Generally the word “antiquity” means "ancient history", and may be used 

of any period before the Middle Ages. Most commonly it means the classical 

antiquity of Greece and Rome.  

Classical antiquity is a broad and perhaps misleading term for a long period 

of European, Middle East and North African history, that begins roughly with 

the earliest recorded Greek poetry of Homer (7th century BC), and continues 

through the rise of Christianaty and the fall of the Western Roman Empire (5th 

century AD). 
 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_history
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Periodization
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Classical_antiquity
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Classical_antiquity
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greece
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Europe
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/History
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greek_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Homer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fall_of_the_Roman_Empire


 

Exercise 1.  Show how the underlined letters and letter 

combinations are pronounced: 

  e ae oe i j eou aou іа ju jo 

1.  Altháea           

2.  áër           

3.  oedéma           

4.  Iódum           

5.  Eucalýptus           

6.  Hydrárgyrum           

7.  Armeniácae           

8.  néuron           

9.  Áloë           

10.  májor           

11.  butýrum           

12.  háema           

13.  áuris           

14.  praeparátum           

15.  Glycyrrhíza           

16.  diarrhóea           

17.  pnéuma           

18.  idáeus           

19.  Foení́ ́́culum           

20.  aúctor           

21.  Júglans           

22.  Kalánchoë           

23.  coerúleum           

24.  cyánus           

25.  Leucogénum           



 

Exercise 2.  Show how the underlined letters and letter 

combinations are pronounced: 

 

  h ks g r f t ts k kv z s  ngv ti tsi kk  kts 

1. chárta                 

2. Théa                 

3. Phósphorus                 

4. rhizóma                 

5. áqua                 

6. cí́ ́́to                 

7. cápsula                 

8. ménsa                 

9. cytológia                 

10. céra                 

11. sáccharum                 

12. bácca                 

13. báccae                 

14. medicí́ ́́na                 

15. Rósa                 

16. Strophánthus                 

17. Hydrogénium                 

18. língua                 

19. unguéntum                 

20. solútio                 

21. combústio                 

22. míxtio                 

23. Hippóphaë                 

24. articulátio                 

Exercise 3. Transcribe Latin words with English letters: 



 

 

1. lі́́ngua   

2. solútio   

3. Chamomílla   

4. Urtíca   

5. Crataégus   

6. ólla   

7. cíto   

8. Cápsicum   

9. céra   

10. unguéntum   

11. Absínthium   

12. míxtio   

13. Rhéum   

14. Altháea   

15. hérba   

16. grámma   

17. rhizóma   

18. gargarísma   

19. dósis   

20. Hippóphaё   

21. récipe  

22. Schizándra   

23. Zíncum   

24. decorticátio   



 

25. Sanguisórba   

26. Tília   

27. recéptum   

28. Eucalýptus   

29. Juníperus   

30. inhalátio   

31. injéctio   

32. Chína   

33. córtex   

34. Quércus   

35. rádix   

36. quínque   

37. Fílix   

38. Máys   

39. Hyoscýamus   

40. Phósphorus   

41. majális   

42. quántum sátis  

 

 

Latin sayings and aphorisms 

           1. Scientia potentia est. – Knowledge is power. 

         2. Terra incognita. – The unknown land. 

         3. Firma amicitia. – Fast friendship.           

 



 

Length and Brevity of Vowels 
 

Long vowel (־) Short vowel (ˇ) 

1. Diphthongs ае, ое are long by 

origin: 

    Althāḗa – marsh mallow 

 

2. Before a group of consonants: 

Belladṓnna –belladonna 

NB!  But before the combination of 

consonants b, p, d, t, c, g with r, l the 

vowel is short: 

Éphĕdra – ephedre 

 

3. Before x, z: Orýza – rice 

 

4. In noun suffixes -ūr-, -ān-, -īn- 

(before ending -um) and in adjective 

suffixes -āt-, -ōs-, -āl-: 

Penicillīńum – penicilline 

cerā́tus – waxed 

tinctū́ra – tincture 

aquṓsus – aquous 

vernā́lis – spring 

1. Before other vowel: 

Tílĭa – linden 

 

2. Before h: 

    éxtrăho – I extract 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Before digraphs ch, ph, th, rh: 

Árăchis – peanut 

4. In noun suffixes -ŭl-, -ŏl-, -ĭd- and 

in adjective suffixes -ĭd-, -ĭc-: 

Víŏla – violet 

Bétŭla – birch 

iódĭdum – iodide 

cítrĭcus – citric 

NB! In the names of medicines the 

suffix -ōl- is long and stressed: 

Aethazṓĺum – ethazole 
 

Exercise 4. Accent the words and explain it: 
 

1. bacillus   

2. familia   

3. Althaea   

4. Lavandula   

5. perplexum   

6. cordatus   

7. Viola   

8. diaeta   

9. Aloё   

10. purpureus   



 

11. Oryza   

12. contraho   

13. Leonurus   

14. spirochaeta   

15. Iodinolum   

16. liquidus   

17. tuberosus   

18. Valeriana   

19. aceticus   

20. paraffinatus   

21. Kalanchoё  

22. pharmacopoea   

23. Absinthium   

24. Aspirinum   

25. Ephedra   

26. Glycyrrhiza   

27. europoeus   

28. Bistorta   

29. Solanum   

30. japonica   

31. Strychnos   

32. Crataegus   

33. Gentiana   

34. Iodognostum   

35. Analginum  



 

 


